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A Treasury of Stories from the Quran—for the very young 

These are some of the best-loved tales from the Quran. Especially 
chosen for the very your^, they provide a foundation on which to build 
a growing knowledge of the scriptures.This is story-telling at its best, 
with the meaning and message expressed in the simplest of words. 

As well as beir>g easy to understand, these stories are also fun to read 
and share with others. Colourful, child-friendly illustrations complement 
the text and bring the stories vividly to life. 
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The Story of 
l"wo Gardens 




Long long ago, there lived two friendv 
One of them was a rich garderter, while 
tl^t^r one was a poor farmer. The 
g8rcfci^\>wned a huge plot of land. 














He would think this was all a result of his hard H 
work and clever planning. He would Ignore t 
fact that his entire fortune was actually a 
blessing from Allah. Without Allah's helo, no one 
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Onrtlay his friend, the poor ranmer visited 
' 12 him. The gardener took him around his 
beautiful garden and proudly said to him, "I 
am richer than you and my clan is mightier 
than yours.* Looking at his gardens, he 
continued:'Surely this will never perisW^^ 
Puffed up with the evil of wealth he went** 
on denying the Day of Judgement: 'Nor ^ 
I believe that the hour of Doom will ever^ 
come." 






























Allah Speaks to the 
Prophet Musa ss 
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About 3000 years ago, Egypt 
was ruled by a very cruel king 
called Firawn or Pharaoh. 

























Allah inspired her to put him in a box, which she was 
to cast into the river Nile, with the promise that her 
baby would be safe. She obeyed Allah's order, and as 
the waves carried the box away, his sister kept a watch 
on it, until it stopped at a bank near the royal palace. 


There it was picked up by a member of Firawn s household and 
brought to the queen. The queen was a loving, kind-hearted woman 
When she saw the baby, her heart was touched and she exclaimed: 
"What a lovely child! Whoever sees him cannot but love him." 
Despite the king’s objection, the queen decided to keep the baby in 
•^^e palace and rear him as her own child. 



































^jBring the long journey to the Promised Land, the Prophet Musa si 
i learned many lessons. One of these was from al-Khidr ("the green one'). 
Probably an angel in the form of a man, al-Khidr had special knowledge 
and the power to make great changes in the affairs of the world. ^ 


The Prophet Musa si began his long and tiring journey 
along the seashore, making a vow to reach this special 
servant of Allah: *1 will not stop searching until I hnd 
the place where the two seas meet." 










Musa S3 set out with his young disciple, Yusha bin Nun. At a 
certain point the fish they were carrying to eat revived and 
slipped away into the sea. As predicted, this is where they found 
al-Khidr. “May I follow you, and be guided by your knowledge?" 
Musa 5i3 asked al-Khidr. "Impossible!' said al-Khidr, "For how can 
you tolerate what is beyond your knowledge?" Musa sS replied: 
'If Allah will, you shall find me patient: I shall in no way cross 
you." Al-Khidr agreed but warned Musa si3 not to question him 
about anything until he mentioned it himself. 


























They journeyed on until they met a young 
boy, whom al-Khidr promptly killed. Musa lid 
exclaimed; 'What wickedness—killing an 
innocent soul!' 'Didn't I tell you/ al-Khidr 
replied, 'that you would not bear with me?' 
Musa id said; *lf ever I question you again, 
abandon me; for then I should deserve it" 




Then they came to a city and 
asked for food, but were 
refused. Seeing a wall that 
was crumbling, al-Khidr 
repaired it, but Musa lid 
objected to his doing so 
without payment. 


“Now we must part,” said al-Khidr. 'But first I will explain my 
actions which seemed so dreadful to you. I damaged the ship 
because It belonged to some poor fishermen and nearby there 
was a king who plundered every vessel.' 





























The Pious Mtin 
And Mis Sons 



Th« Prophet Y^ub, or Jacob was a 
pious nrtan. He lived In Canaan, some thirty 
miles north of Jerusalem. He and his family 
lived In tents. He had twelve sons. Yusuf 
was the second youngest of them. 












One day they took him with them pretending that they 
were going out for a picnic Coming dose to a well, 
they rook Mm unaware, and seizing him from behind, 
they dragged him to the well and threw him down into 
it Yusuf xS larsded on the dry bottom of the well with a 
thud There would be no climbing those slippery sides 
to escape. But he was a brave boy, and did not cry. His 
courage never failed him. He turned towards his Lord 
for help. 
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Wl^e his dear father sorrowed for ^ 
him, Yusuf # lay at the bottom of ^ 
the dark well for about three 
nights. 
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In the meanwhile, a caravan from 
Syria heading for Egypt camped 
near the well. One of the caravan 
people threw his bucket into the 
well to fetch some water. 






















liie Prophet Yusuf a 
cincl the King's Dreoin 
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In the las| story, The Pious Man 
Sons, wt saw ijjlw Yusuf was 
throwftin a well by his brothers and 
ultima^ brought to Egypt, where he 
was bought by a noWe prince whose 
name was Azlk 
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Prison opened another chapter In the IKe 
of the Prophet Yusuf JiJ. Here he met two 
prisoners They were servants In the royal 
court who had displeased the king. Both of 
them had strartge dreams, the meanings of 
which were correctly given by Yusuf Jij. 

One of them, a cup bearer, was freed and 
taken back int^|ji^i(ing^ service. 



Orte day the king dreamt that seven lean covrs were 
eating up seven fat ones and seven green ears of com 
were being replaced by seven dried-yp ortes. 
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No one was able to say what this unusual dream meant At 
that time, at the request of the cup bearer, Yusuf ^ 
interp(sted^ dream. 



He explair»ed that in the lands of Egypt there would be seven years 
of prosperity. But following these seven years of abundacKe, there 
would come seven years of dreadful famine. 




The king greatly liked his explanation. There and then he 
appointed Yusuf Us to look after the granaries and made him 
responsible for providing enough grain to meet all needs 
during the foretold famine seven years later. Yusuf had 
become the most trusted minister of the King of Egypt. 


The seven good years passed and then, as foretold by Yusuf 
3Eil, there came the seven lean and hungry years, when no 
crops would grow and famine held the land in its grip. Back 
in the land of Cartaaa Yaqub ;iw and his sons were hit by > 
the famine too. Therefore, the ten sons travelled to Egypt in 
search of gr^n. 























The brothers made further visits. Ultimateiy Yusuf sS revealed his 
identity to them and forgave them for their crime. He asked them to 
bring their aged parents. Rnally the family was reunited and Yusuf 
embrctced his parents and did them honour by making them sit on 
the throne, saying: “Welcome to Egypt, in safety if Allah wills!* 














The Prophet Hud ^ 
and the Storm 








The Prophet Hud 3 Cj was one of the earliest prophets who was sent 
by Allah to the people of Ad. According to the commentators of the 
Quran, the Prophet Hud sS was the first person to speak Arabic. He 
is buried on a hillock in Hadramawt where his tomb is still visited, 
about 90 miles north of Mukalla in Yemen. 




The Ad people were 
descendants of Iram, one of 
the grandsons of the Prophet 
Nuh liis. Along with other 
followers of the Prophet Nuh 
sir, their forefathers had 
settled in ancient Yemen. 




The Ad people were very rich. They were 
known as "the people of the many-columned 
city of Iram." At first, they followed the 
religion of the Prophet Nuh jS. But when 
they began to prosper, they fell into bad 
p, 7 )itfays.Then Allah chose the Prophet Hud sS, ! 
j ^fnom among themselves to warn th§ 
Insincere and trustworthy adviser. 
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Finally, a terrible blast of wind destroyed the wrongdoers 
and their land, and when morning came, there was 
nothing to be seen but their ruined houses. And so a 
howling and violent gale which Allah let loose on them for 
seven nights and eight days in a row destroyed them a$ 
though they had been the hollow trunks t>f palm-trees. 


























He had huge herds of cattle, vast fields, a large family 
and many friends. Yet, he remained an extremely 
steadfast and sincere servant of Allah, arvd was forever 
calling upon others to worship Him. 





But Satan made people think 
that it was only because 
Ayyub was wealthy that 
he lived a good life, and that 
if his blessings were taken 
y away, he would no longer be 
' grateful to Allah. 
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^ To put him to the test, Allah struck 


i him with a series of calamities. His 

M 

f cattle and crops were destroyed, his 

I'Vf 

children died and, worst of all, he 1 

.i'j r.M' 

became very ill, remaining 

bedridden for many years. 
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Within a very short period of time, Ayyub 
became very poor and his friends left 
him one by one. But Ayyub was not 
angry.He put his entire trust in Allah, 
being confident that Allah knew best 
about everything. i,^ 































Because Ayyub « had showed great patience throughout 
the worst of disasters, Allah not only rewarded him with 
great bounty in the Hereafter, but redoubled his former 
prosperity in this world. He had a new family of seven^ns 
and three daughters. He lived to the rfpe old age of 93 and 
saw four generations. He became so rich that it was said 
that "he was rained upon with locusts of gold.* 














































DhiH Qamayn said, lend me a body of men, 
and I wiN raise a wall between you and 
them. Come bring me blocks of iroa' 


He told them to ply their bellows 
ar>d when the iron blocks which 
they brought became red hot, Dhul 
Qamayn asked them to pour nnolten 
brass on them. 












After ccHiquering a major part of the then 
-<■ ■ inhabited world and building an iron wall, 


Dhul Qarnayn lost none of his humility. 




He gave the entire credit for these feats to the blessing of 
Allah. Of the iron wall he had built, he said: 

"This is a blessing from my Lord But when the promise of my 
Lord will come to pass. He will make it to dust. And the promise 
of my Lord is true." 
















































The Prophet Zakariyya was filled with joy and 
words of thanks came pouring from his lips. He 
came out of the shrine and exhorted his people 
to praise the Lord morning and evening. 


Zakariyya said: *0 my Lord! Give me a 
sign!" Allah said, *Your sign is that you shall V 
not sfjeak to anyone for three nights, » 

though otherwise in good heahh.’ ‘ 










































































Uzayr's Donkey 



Uzayr, or Ezra, was a pious man. He had a donkey on which 
he used to travel far and wide. Once he was passing through 
a lonely city. The houses were all in ruins and no one lived there. 
'How can Allah give life to this city, now that it is dead,' 
wondered Uzayr. 
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